Camp Cooriemungle is set in picturesque farmland between the bush and the beach. Close to Port
Campbell and the Twelve Apostles National Park along the Great Ocean Road. Camp Cooriemungle is an old
Prison Farm on 60 acres. We are accredited through the Australian Tourism Accreditation Program and are
members of the Australian Camps Association Accredited Campsites.
Camping is available in a large open area, close to amenities. A camp kitchen, BBQ, recreation room
and outdoor play areas are also available. Fishing is available in our lake.
For campers, your doggie companions are welcome (conditions apply). Small outside fires are also
permitted (conditions also apply)

On site activities – arranged prior to your stay

Adventure Activities for Campers include:
• Canoeing
• Commando Course
• Flying Fox
• Giant Swing
• High Ropes Course
Fitness Classes tailored to your requirements are also available subject to numbers and instructor
availability.

NOTE: All Adventure Activities are available only under Camp Cooriemungle instruction/supervision.
written procedures required to ensure safe conduct, are available.
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Accommodation Prices
Camp Cooriemungle offers a range of accommodation options, including outdoors camping in your
own tent, through to the fun and comfort of the bunk houses. Prices start at only $10 per person for
camping of the grassy areas, and only $25 per person for the bunk houses.1 You are welcome to call us
and discuss your requirements and we are sure to have some options to suit every taste.
1

Please note that the prices may vary depending on seasonal demand.

Adventure Activities Charges
$10 per person per adventure activity (commando, high ropes/flying fox, canoeing & giant swing),
which usually runs for an hour and a half depending on fitness and level of excitement. Time and date
need to be confirmed as early as possible (i.e. at time of booking or soon after).
(Unfortunately, due to higher activity usage and demand during holiday periods, these activities
may not be available. Please consult with Camp staff or when making inquiries/booking)
Other Activities
The Camp is situated close to natural bushland, and is ideally situated for nature walks, and close to
extremely popular regional attractions which will cater for every interest. On site, while under the
supervision of a responsible adult, the kids can enjoy the Low Ropes, Archery, and Art in the art room. Close
by, there is several short walks, and within a short drive, many longer bicycle and walking trails to enjoy. Full
particulars are available on our website, and from Camp staff upon request.
Because of the proximity to our bushland, campers should be alert for photo opportunities when
koalas, echidnas, possums, and many native birds visit the camp. At night, campers are likely to experience
the nocturnal prowling grunts and growls of koalas as they pass close by. They might be quite unexpected at
first but soon become part of the adventure of camping near the bush. (Campers with dogs are asked to be
especially careful with their companions, as we treasure the safety and natural wanderings of our fauna in
their native habitat.
Further afield, local, and regional activities and sights abound, and many could easily fill a full day for
anyone with a sense of adventure and love of the natural surroundings that envelope our beautiful and
pristine area of Victoria.

The 12 Apostles nearby
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Off-Site Activities
The 12 Apostles Gourmet Food Trail is a must-do for campers who love their food, wine, and other
indulgent yummy items. Please refer to the attached maps and information regarding the immensely popular
Food Artisan’s locations – all only a few minutes’ drive from Camp Cooriemungle.
For those who love the wild Southern Ocean views and early shipping history of south-east Australia,
the coastline from Warrnambool in the west to Apollo Bay in the east is an unforgettable day trip.
Alternatively, you could break that into two leisurely days and explore the coast to Warrnambool and visit the
many historical attractions there, not to mention the grassy Pertobe Park picnic and play area, and the
excellent BMX/skateboard park nearby for the kids.
Heading east along the coast, the breathtaking views of the 12 Apostles between Port Campbell (15
minutes from Camp Cooriemungle), and Cape Otway, taking in not only the views of the Southern Ocean but
just a short hop inland you will discover the countless unique and memorable attractions worthy of an hour
or more of your leisure time.
Closer to the Camp in Timboon, the nearest township, you will discover the Crater to Coast rail trail, a
quiet trek through natural bush along the route of the old railway line that carried timber from the Otway
forests to civilization and goods from the cities to the township many decades ago. For those up to the
challenge, bike hire is available and for the really energetic, you can follow the Rail Trail all the way to Cobden
and even on to Camperdown, yet another township closely associated with south-eastern Australia’s
settlement in the early 19th Century.
Camp Cooriemungle staff would be pleased to provide further information on any of these activities.
Camp Cooriemungle Prison Farm
Our Camp is located in what was once a mighty forest that reached east to the Otway Ranges. Dense with
Kangaroo grass and heavy timber, it carries evidence of occupation by the original inhabitants, the Giraiwurrung people. Within easy reach of the Camp but further inland, fascinating evidence still exists of ancient
eel traps and rudimentary buildings, most available for exploration and discussion with local area managers.
Following limited early settlement in the mid-1800’s some of the land was cleared for farming and
dairying, but substantially all of the forested area remained as it had been for centuries. However, in 1936,
a small pocket of the bush was nominated for clearing and establishment of the first “open” prison in
Australia. The intended object of this plan involved the rehabilitation and preparation of a limited
selection of prisoners from Melbourne’s Pentridge Gaol who, the authorities believed, could break free of
their criminal life if they were released at the conclusion of their sentence, with some rudimentary training
and experience in a manual trade or in agriculture. For some inmates, it proved a success as they gained
experience in operation of a dairy, managing sheep, pigs, its own sawmill, orchard, and vegetable garden.
So was created what is now Camp Cooriemungle. When it fell into disuse for want of “customers”
following the introduction of the probation and parole system, in the late 1970’s it was adapted as a
holiday camp for underprivileged city children who would otherwise never be able to experience the fresh
air and healthy environment associated at the time with county living. A decade later, it passed into
private ownership, and became the holiday facility it is today. The remaining Prison Camp cells create the
original atmosphere of the camp as well as being a most valuable historical asset.
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Camp Cooriemungle is an ideal base to stay when touring the region and visiting the 12 Food Artisan operators.
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